
Will the last person leaving Pittsburgh
 please turn out the lights?

“The problem is,” she said, “they keep

trying to make Pittsburgh what it ain’t!”

Current efforts to eliminate City government

follow years of bad decisions and inappropriate

actions by public officials who’ve been able to

get away with it by keeping us in the dark.  Con-

solidating power won’t change that.  They can’t

be held accountable as long as we don’t know

what they’re up to until after its a done deal.  

To stop this, we need solid information in real

time, before decisions are made and the deals are

cut. That is what the Open Government Amend-

ment is about – putting the power of information

in the hands of Pittsburgh’s residents.

“The solution to the problems of democracy

is more democracy!”  –  Al Smith

Referendum Ballot Question:

hall Pittsburgh's Charter be amended to replace
Article 6: Community Advisory Boards with a new

Article 6: Open Government – requiring Internet access
to public information, notices, and meetings; setting
information, notification, and access standards; man-
dating greater public disclosure; enabling selectable
alert requests; and establishing an open membership
Citizen Advisory Panel, to which prospective legisla-
tive and administrative actions must be explained and
through which citizens can develop and provide infor-
mation and comment before those actions occur?
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Currently Under the Amendment

✗ Information often buried in department files
✔ Publicly available information obtainable
online & through the local library

✗ Most meetings are not attendable because of
time, location, or unseen notices

✔ All meetings which are “public” by law
must be webcast; public comment online

✗ Public notice given for limited items and
buried in the legal notices

✔ More public notice; all notices posted online;
notice sent to individuals who request it

✗ Administrative matters often put into effect
without public knowledge or input

✔ Advance notice of administrative matters
put online and sent to those who request it

✗ Proposed legislation often hidden behind
obscure or misleading titles and “captions”

✔ All legislation must be explained & citizen
questions answered before it is introduced

✗ Claim of “proprietary information” often
used to hide information from the public

✔ Eliminates numerous loopholes and makes
it extremely difficult to hide information

✗ Information often unavailable for hearings
✔ Full disclosure of information when hear-
ings are first scheduled and advertised

✗ Public comment limited to 3 minutes ✔ Full organized presentations possible

✗ Public comment and hearings poorly
attended by Council

✔ A quorum (majority) of Council must attend
all testimony, comment, and presentations

✗ No effective means for proactive public
participation in the City’s governance

✔ Public participation body is established to
facilitate active citizen involvement

✗ Practically impossible for individuals and
citizen groups to uncover back room deals
and/or disclose what’s really going on

✔ Strong framework for citizen access to the
inside workings of City government; ability
to review matters and inform the public

✗ New candidates for public office come from
the party machine; incumbent politicians buy
favor using their office as an election tool

✔ Average citizens can learn how government
operates, prove their proficiency with the
issues, and build support to run for office

✗ The ear of Council and the administration is
open to those making campaign contribu-
tions; citizen input usually gets short shrift

✔ Council and the administration are held
accountable & must give their full attention
to hear and consider citizen input
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You can make this

Pittsburgh’s year of the

Open Government

Amendment

Sign the referendum petition for  

Pittsburgh’sPittsburgh’sPittsburgh’sPittsburgh’s

OpenOpenOpenOpen

GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment

AmendmentAmendmentAmendmentAmendment

Tired of the back room dealings?

Fed up with bogus mega-projects and
multi-million dollar handouts to inside
political players?

Sick of paying for city services you’re
not getting, because rich speculators
don’t pay their share?

The only way to change this is by real major

reform through the proposed Open Government

Amendment to Pittsburgh’s City Charter.

But for that to happen, you first need to sign

a petition to place its referendum question on

the election ballot.  To assure anybody wanting

to sign will be able to, we’ve created a sign-up

process for online, phone, and mail.  We’ll get

back to everyone with an official petition.

We need you to sign up now because election

law in Pennsylvania allows only 7 weeks for us

to collect over 10,000 signatures of voters who

reside in the City of Pittsburgh.

To sign, see the full text, get more information,

or volunteer, call:  412412412412-208-208-208-208-4024-4024-4024-4024    or visit:

OpenOpenOpenOpen    PittsburghPittsburghPittsburghPittsburgh    ....    OrgOrgOrgOrg

Open Government 

equals

 Good Government

The Open Government Amendment:

✔ puts all publicly accessible City records online

✔ enables you to watch proceedings; participate
& comment in public meetings via the Internet

✔ requires we be told what our government is
planning to do before they do it

✔ you can sign up to be notified about pending city
actions affecting any matters of concern to you

✔ gives a real opportunity for citizens to investi-
gate, discuss, and make comment

✔ creates a Citizen Advisory Panel (CAP):

• Open membership, no size limit; virtually any

person can join any time & begin having a say

• Proposed laws must be explained & questions

answered before going to Council

• Can investigate issues, hold  hearings,  develop

proposals & make presentations which Council

and the Mayor must attend

• Can  educate  & inform the  public  about city

government affairs and public concerns

(412) 208-4024
Sign up online or mail below:

OpenPittsburgh.Org
720 Allegheny Building

429 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

(412) 208-4024

❑ I want to sign the Open Government

petition.  Please bring it to me or tell

me where I can go to sign one.

❑ I’ll let my friends know about it. 

❑ I’ll help collect signatures of my

friends and neighbors.

❑  I want to receive more information.     

Name:  ____________________________

Street addr:  ________________________

ZIP:  _______________

Phone:  ______________________

❑ day #, ❑ eve, ❑ work, ❑ home, ❑ cell 

Best time to call is: ______  ❑ am   ❑ pm

Email: ____________________________


